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See LAKE NEWS page 2

The Hardwood Lake Property Owners Association has joined the 21st Century. There is 
now a web site. It can be viewed at www.hardwoodlake.org.

During the annual membership meeting in July there was discussion of having a web pres-
ence. After some research the Board of Directors decided to proceed. Association President 
David Sommers designed the site

It features general information on the lake and campground along with background informa-
tion on the weed control program. 

Hardwood Lake web site now up
A boater enjoys Hardwood Lake on a summer day.



 LAKE NEWS from page 1

The weed control program on Hardwood Lake will continue 
through 2012.

On Saturday, July 12 the Lake Board held a continuation and 
tax district public hearing. 

Paul Hausler of Progressive Engineering made a presentation 
to the Lake Board and eight property owners who attended the 
meeting. 

He explained the history of the lake weed project mentioning the 
lake was 172 acres, retains water for 195 days and drains an area 
of 4,110 acres.

The main 
problem con-
tinues to be 
Eurasian Milfoil 
which grows 
all year long. It 
usually grows 
in 3-5 feet 
of water and 
forms a canopy 
which shades 
out desirable 
plants. Curly 
Leaf Pondweed is another problem on the lake.

Hausler also mentioned he is seeing good plants on the lake 
such as Wild Celery and Largeleaf Pondweed.

Hausler explained how Progressive does lake surveys and con-
tracts treatment including herbicide application, mechanical harvest-
ing. He also explained how costs are determined.

He said a late season survey of the lake helps determine the 
next year’s treatment. As they do their survey, they inspect for pos-
sible new exotic plants such as Hydrilla, which has been found 
in Indiana. Another problem is Fanwort and Starry Stonewort. He 
passed out a chart to assist lake weed identification. 

Regarding fishing, Hausler explained that fishing is often weath-
er dependent. The goal is to provide enough natural weed growth 
with about 40% weed growth in the shallow water areas.

The proposed budget was $24,100 annually for 2009 to 2012.

For information on hours 
for high speed boating,  water 
skiing  and other requirements 
check the boating laws page. 

As a benefit for members, 
we are offering a “BUY or 
SELL” page. If you are having 
a garage sale or want to buy a 
boat, etc., we will list it on the 
web. Just send an e-mail to 
webmaster@hardwoodlake.
org. 

If you’re looking for some-
thing to do in the area, local 
web sites are linked.

Need to contact an 
Ogemaw County official? 
There is a link for that, also.

This web site is for and 
about you, the members of 
the Hardwood Lake Property 
Owners Association. Please 
contact any of the board mem-
bers listed on the CONTACTS 
page with thoughts or sugges-
tions.

Be sure to check out the 
site for the latest information 
on the lake.

The board has also de-
cided to  start e-mailing the 
newsletter. We will continue 
to mail the newsletter to those 
that don’t have e-mail.

Association Secretary 
Judy Sheehan is confirm-
ing everyone’s e-mail ad-
dress. Please confirm yours 
at sheehank@charter.net if 
you have not already done 
so.

Weed control continues 
another 4 years - 2009-2012

Propane club
Dan Brady and Judy Sheehan would like to establish 

a propane gas club.
If you are interested  please contact them for more 

information.  Dan can be reached at 989-873-8455 and 
Judy at 989-391-5059.



SWANSON’S EXCAVATING, INC.
2733 Greenwood Road
Prescott, MI 48756
Phone (989) 873-4419
Fax (989) 873-8123

Fill Sand 
Topsoil
Road Gravels  
Stones
Septic System

Cement Work
Backhoe  
Dozing 
Dump Trucking    

Ed Swanson

West Branch
Computers

Local NEXTEL Phone Agent

Ken Sheehan, Owner
PH:  (989) 345-4114
Fax: (989) 345-4113

107 S. Third St.
West Branch, MI 48661

Green Contracting Inc.
Your Wetland Specialists
3rd Generation Excavator

Ponds • Wetlands • Beaches

Matt Miller
989-685-2110
989-329-3684

650 E. Ogemaw Center Rd.
West Branch, MI 48661

G’s Pizzeria & Deli

HLPOA                        2008

FREE
Order of Garlic Spears

(with Orders of $10.00 or More)

Not to be combined with any other offer
1 coupon per visit

Good at all locations

West Branch
Houghton Lake
East Tawas
Oscoda
Bay City

McGregor’s Country Store 
& Pizzeria

• Deli • Ice • Beer • Groceries
 • Videos • Pop

 • Broasted Chicken • Fishing Tackle
 •  Night Crawlers

3980 S. Henderson Lake Rd. at Mills Rd.
 •  • 873-3863 •  • 

Annual meeting
The annual Hardwood Lake Property Owners 

Association meeting was held following two pub-
lic hearings on Saturday, July 12. 

Attendance was very poor with less than a 
dozen people in attendance including the Board 
of Directors.

Items on the agenda included refurbishing the 
sign on Henderson Lake Road, development of a 
web site and newsletter distribution via email.

Because of the low turnout at the meeting it 
was determined that there would be little interest 
in the annual picnic. A motion was passed to can-
cel the 2008 picnic.

Rod McLane was reelected Vice President 
and Judy Sheehan was reelected Secretary / 
Treasurer.

McGregor’s Country Store donated 5 gift cer-
tificates. Winners were Dees, McLane, Sommers, 
Scope and Rollison. The Eberhardt family won an 
annual membership to the association.

The 2009 annual meeting is scheduled for 9 
am on Saturday, July 11 while the picnic is tenta-
tively scheduled for 6 pm on Saturday, August 8, 
2009. Locations will be provided at a later date. 

Please mark your calendar and plan on 
attending.

Pig roast fund raiser
  On Saturday, August 2nd a pig roast was 

held at the Hardwood Lake campgrounds to 
raise money for playground equipment.  A total of 
$8,500 was raised with 375 people in attendance. 
There was live music and food.

Members of the Lake Association board are, 
L-R, Randy Nasuti,  Sue Young, Clay Dees, Dan 
Brady, Rod McLane, David Sommers and Judy 
Sheehan.



HARDWOOD LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS ASSOCIATION
CONSTITUTION and BY LAWS

Article 1
NAME
* The name of this association shall be HARDWOOD LAKE PROPERTY OWNERS 
ASSOCIATION (non-profit organization).

Article 2
PURPOSE
* To respect the rights of all property owners and help secure improvements.
* To assist in maintaining and improving lake conditions.
* To cooperate with and promote enforcement of all existing federal, state, local and subdivi-
sion regulations for the benefit of all.
* To maintain the policy of regulating gasoline-operated motor boats on the lake.

BY-LAWS-MEMBERSHIP
* Membership in this association shall be limited to concerned property owners.  Dues must 
be currently paid by the annual membership meeting up to maintain membership and voting 
privileges.

VOTING
* Property, whether one parcel or more, shall constitute one membership and shall be entitled 
to one vote or by written proxy.

DUES
* The Association shall be financed by annual dues of $15.00 per membership. The amount of 
the dues shall be determined by the Board of Directors. Special assessments may be levied 
when deemed necessary, by a two-thirds majority of members present at the general meeting 
and by written proxy.
* The Association fiscal year shall be from July 1 through June 30.
* Dues are payable by June 15 of each year.

MEETINGS
* The annual meeting shall be held on a Saturday in July, at the discretion of the Lake Associa-
tion officers. Notice of such meeting shall be announced by mail or electronic means at least 
fourteen (14) days in advance. Ten percent (10%) of the Twenty (20) members shall constitute 

Constitution and bylaws need updating
The current Lake Association Constitution and Bylaws is several years old and needs to be updat-

ed. The current copy is below with suggested changes adopted by the Board. A strike through are 
items to be deleted. Items with an underline are additions. To make the changes members need to 
vote. We have included a postage paid postcard. Please vote and mail. Postcard must be postmarked 
by November 1, 2008.



a quorum.  Members shall be notified ten (10) days in advance of any meeting, other than the 
annual meeting, and what the purpose of the meeting is.
* Executive Board meetings shall have a quorum of five (5).  The officers are empowered to 
call a meeting for a specified purpose and time between regular meetings.

OFFICERS
* Officers shall consist of a President, Vice-President, Recording Secretary – Treasurer and 
four (4) members to constitute a Board of Directors.
* All officers are elected for a term of two years.  With The President and all directors are be-
ing elected during the odd years and the Vice President and Secretary - Treasurer being  are 
elected in the even years. 
* Lake Board Representative shall be elected by the body at large every four years in the even 
years for a tern of four years.  The next election will be  beginning in 1998. The Board of Direc-
tors shall oversee the Lake Board Representative.
* The immediate past President shall automatically become a Director-at-Large at the expira-
tion of his term.
* In the event an officer or director (except the office of President) vacates vacated their his or 
her office before the expiration of their  his or her term, the President shall with the approval of 
the Directors, appoint a replacement to fill that office until the next election of officers.  It shall 
be the President’s responsibility to announce an election to the membership and cause this an-
nouncement to be a part of the agenda.
* In the event the President should vacate their  his office, the Vice-President shall become 
President.  The vacated vice-president’s office shall be filled as set forth in the above para-
graph of the by-laws.

DUTIES OF OFFICERS
* The President shall preside at all meetings unless unable, in which case the Vice-President 
shall preside.  The President shall have the power to appoint special committees.
* The Board of Directors shall manage the affairs and business matters of the association.
* The Secretary shall take minutes at all meetings, handle all necessary correspondence for 
the association and maintain an up-to-date roster of members. The Secretary will receive a 
stipend of $1 (one dollar) per property owner per year.
The Treasurer shall make no disbursements except by check bearing his or her signature and 
countersigned by the President. 

DISBANDMENT
In the event the Association dissolves with two-thirds majority vote, all assets shall be liquidat-
ed and divided equally among the then paid-up members. 



Hardwood Lake Property Owners Association
Edith M. Sommers
3664 N.  River Road
Freeland, MI 48623

FIRST CLASS MAIL

The sign along Hen-
derson Lake Road was 
purchased in 2005 and 

is maintained by the 
association. Dan Brady 

planted the flowers.
The sign has weath-

ered on the South 
side and is due for a 

touch-up this Fall. The 
pictured drawing (right) 
will be replaced with a 

new one which is on 
the masthead of this 

newsletter.
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