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Nature reserve in Richland Township open
Richland Township donated a 10-acre parcel of land  to the Saginaw Basin Land Conser-

vancy in July of 2011. It is 
open to the public as a nature 
reserve.

The land was acquired in 
2008 as a donation from Ber-
nard and Kathleen Fegan of 
Sylvania, Ohio, who own land 
in Richland Township.

Other projects had to be 
done ahead.  A proper parking 
area was needed before the 
SBLC would open the prop-
erty to the public.

It has been described as 
“one of our smaller reserves 
but a lot of unique features”. 

The reserve is located on 
Greenwood Road, about a 
quarter mile east of Cranberry Lake Road. There is a walking path cut through the reserve in 
addition to wetlands which feed into Cranberry Lake.

See LAKE NEWS page 2 
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SWANSON’S EXCAVATING, INC.
2733 Greenwood Road
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Fax (989) 873-8123
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Ed Swanson

Green Contracting Inc.
Your Wetland Specialists
3rd Generation Excavator
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650 E. Ogemaw Center Rd.
West Branch, MI 48661

McGregor’s Country Store 
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3980 S. Henderson Lake Rd. at Mills Rd.
 •  • 873-3863 •  • 
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      The marsh helps filter water entering the 
lake.

Greg Eagle, SBLC land protection special-
ist, said “Besides (being) a wildlife habitat, it 
also filters water. Wetlands do a good job of 
filtering agricultural runoff.”

For more information on the Saginaw Ba-
sin Land Conservancy  see www.sblc-mi.org

• • •

Phragmites, a troublesome weed, was 
discovered by a DNR official as he 

drove along Henderson Lake Road last sum-
mer, is was spotted just south of the drain 
tubes on the lake side. There are plans to 
conduct a treatment in 2013.

Sunrise Side
Wine & Hops Trail 

Known for 
its location and 
convenience, 
Michigan’s Sun-
rise Side Wine & 
Hops Trail entic-
es thousands of 
visitors each year to experience more than a 

dozen one-of-a-kind attractions, including win-
ery tasting rooms, craft breweries and locally 
owned eateries. Wine and hops aficionados 
will discover beautiful scenic views and quaint 
towns rich in history and flavor.

Spend a day or more traveling through 
Michigan’s friendly Sunrise Coast. The thrill of 
discovery is Pure Michigan.

Check the web 
www.sunrisesidewineandhopstrail.com for a 
complete list and a map. Three wineries close 
to Hardwood Lake are listed:
Modern Craft Winery
224 W. Houghton
West Branch*, MI 
(989) 345-5226
*located in the Silver Lining boutique
www.moderncraftwinery.com
Rose Valley Winery
3030 Beechwood Road
Rose City, MI
(989) 685-9399
www.rosevalleywinery.net
Valley Mist Vineyards 
2742 Townline Road
Rose City
(989) 685-9096

www.valleymistvineyards.com

Check out
Timber Ghost Gardens

1478 Clark Rd
call 989-709-0018
They specialize in 
Daylilies, Hosta, Iris 
and other perennials.
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Goose Control 
There have been many complaints about 

the growing Canada Goose population 
on Hardwood Lake. It can be interesting to 
watch the birds and see the goslings grow but 
there are nuisance issues.  The geese like 
eating the manicured lawns but while munch-
ing on the grass leave droppings, making 

some yards almost unusable. Goose feces 
in the lake can cause “swimmers itch”. There 
have been reports from residents who have 
contacted it. 

The Hardwood Lake Property Owners As-

sociation has contracted with Goose Busters 
to conduct a goose roundup. It is tentatively 
scheduled to take place during the last two 
weeks of June.

Once the geese are captured they are relo-
cated. In this part of the state they are usually 
taken to the Crow Island State Game Refuge 
near the Zilwaukee Bridge. In some cases, 
the geese will be destroyed (killed) with the 
birds taken to a processor and donated to a 
charitable organization. 

Permits are required which is complicated, 
needing approval from the Federal and State 
and local government. The association has 
already secured permits. 

Both Richland and Logan Townships town-
ships have approved the resolution to conduct 
goose control.

The Lake Association will cover the cost of 
the program for the first year. 

Ole Thorson, left, and his 
mother are the new owners 
of McGregor’s Country Store 
located at the corner Mills Rd. 
& Henderson Lake Rd.

 After 23 years in the busi-
ness, Glenda & Bob McGregor 
decided to retire last fall.  The 
name of the store will stay 
the same along with the store 
contents with some new items 
added.  

Store hours are 7-11 daily, 
8-11 on Sundays. The phone 
number remains the same 
989-873-3863.

Ole is at the store 7-9 a.m. 
daily to see that things are 
running smoothly then cuts 
timber.

McGregor’s has new owner after 23 years



Looking for something
to do?

Check out the local area websites for 
up-to-the-minute activities.

www.westbranch.com
www.tawas.com
www.ogemawherald.com
www.visitwestbranch.com

The sites are linked on 
www.hardwoodlake.org

Hardwood Lake Property Owners Association
Edith M. Sommers
3664 N.  River Road
Freeland, MI 48623

FIRST CLASS MAIL

Slow down on 
the roads. 

Lake Association meeting 
The Hardwood Lake Property 

Owners Association annual 
meeting is scheduled  9 am, 
Saturday,  July 6, 2013 at the 
Logan Township Hall, 4507 E. 
M-55.  

The annual picnic for 2013 has 
been canceled.


